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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Small business program receives tech designation 
Gov. Jennifer M. Granholm announced that the Michigan 's Small 
Business Development Center network, headquartered at Grand Valley, 
will now be known as the Michigan Small Business and Technology 
Development Center. It becomes one of only two center networks in the 
nation to be awarded a coveted federal technology designation. 
To receive this designation the state network had to prove a strong 
commitment to allocation of both human and financial resources to 
serve technology-based small businesses. 
"In order for Michigan to become more widely recognized as a top state 
for technology companies, our state must provide additional resources 
to assist in growing the ideas of our best and brightest entrepreneurs ," 
Granholm said at a February 6 news conference at the De Vos Center. 
"This new designation recognizes that the MI-SBDC, one of the small 
business community's most valuable resources, is nurturing those ideas 
into prosperous technology business ventures ." 
As part of the certification process the MI-SBDC fully integrated tech-
continues on page 3 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Gov. Jennifer Granholm and Carol Lopucki unveil the new Michigan 
Small Business and Technology Development Center logo during a 
news conference at the De Vos Center on February 6. 
···-------------------------
Across Campus 
Two from Grand Valley 
named 1 Most Influential' 
Two leaders from Grand Valley have been 
selected by the Grand Rapids Business 
Journal to be included in its list of the 50 
Most Influential Women in West Michigan. 
Pat Oldt, vice president for Equity and 
Planning , and Margaret Sellers Walker, the 
associate director of the Dorothy A. Johnson 
Center for Philanthropy and Nonprofit 
Leadership, were chosen from hundreds of 
nominees from Kent, Ottawa, and Muskegon 
counties. 
"To be selected as an influential woman in 
West Michigan, a community rich with vital 
and contributing women, is quite an honor," 
Oldt said. "I'm fortunate to be recognized 
with this group of women, who inspire me 
and serve as role models for many." 
The editors of the Business Journal and three 
judges from outside of West Michigan select-
ed the most influential women. The choices 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
were made based on 
the women's business 
and community 
leadership. 
"This recognition is 
both humbling and 
challenging. The 
strength of this com-
munity is reflected in 
its leadership . I cer-
tainly hope that I will 
continue to meet the 
expectations . It's an 
honor to be included," 
said Sellers Walker. 
All 50 women will be 
honored at a luncheon 
at the Frederik Meijer 
Gardens on March 3. 
The speaker will be 
Mary Sue Coleman, 
Pat Oldt 
Margaret Sellers 
Walker 
the president of the University of Michigan. 
The honorees will also be profiled in the 
Business Journal's March 3 edition. 
University supports 
·incredible Kid Day' 
Grand Valley is again supporting the Camp 
Fire USA event, "Absolutely Incredible Kid 
Day," and encouraging students, faculty and 
staff members to write letters that will be 
delivered to school children throughout Grand 
Rapids . 
Now in its seventh year, Absolutely Incredible 
Kid Day is a national letter-writing campaign 
urging adults to write letters of support to 
children. Last year, the Grand Valley commu-
nity wrote more than 1,000 letters for the 
Camp Fire USA West Michigan Council. 
Letters can be simple: "If you do well in 
school, you can do anything!" "You are spe-
cial." Barbara Reinken, associate professor of 
literacy studies, is helping to coordinate Grand 
Valley letters and said the looks on children's 
faces when they read the letters is incredible. 
She is hoping to send 3,000 letters from the 
university this year. 
continues on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
The deadline to submit letters is March 1. Letters to kids can be dropped 
off or mailed to Student Life, 110 Kirkhof Center. Call xl2345 with 
questions. The letters will be delivered to Grand Rapids students on 
March 20, Absolutely Incredible Kid Day. 
Diversity groups meet with president 
Politics and religion - the very subjects many people shy away from -
were on the table during a recent meeting President Mark A. Murray had 
with a group of students. 
Hot subjects of all kinds were addressed at the hour-long informal chat 
between Murray and multicultural assistants and members of diversity 
groups around campus. 
No matter that Murray is surrounded by college life everyday. He knows 
that if he wants to know what life is like for students who live on the 
Allendale Campus , he has to ask. 
"I want students to be able to talk freely and openly with me about any 
subject they care about," Murray said. 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
President Mark A. Murray talks with students about numerous campus 
issues. 
The January 31 exchange with about 20 students was one of several 
Murray holds each semester with various groups that live in Grand 
Valley housing. At this get-together, Murray wanted to know why more 
people don't stay in Allendale over the weekend. He heard reasons rang-
ing from a lack of activities that would appeal to the students' ages and 
diverse cultures to the restricted hours of food service on campus. 
The students gave their thoughts on the difficult choices Grand Valley will 
have to make because of the state's budget woes. They felt strongly the 
university should not increase class size. Several students said a major 
attraction of Grand Valley is the personal touch of an engaged faculty. 
As far as religion and politics, some members of the group expressed con-
cern that the dominant Christian, conservative culture makes it a challenge 
for them to express differing views or practice a non-Christian religion. 
The session ended with a discussion about how to most effectively 
observe Martin Luther King Day, and Murray offering his e-mail address, 
president@gvsu.edu, for further communication. 
Career Services opens 
Holland campus office 
Career Services has opened an outreach office at the Holland Meijer 
Campus to assist students who take classes there. 
Susan Simmerman, assistant director of Career Services , will hold office 
hours from 2-6 p.m. on February 10, February 27, March 10, March 27, 
April 7, and April 17 to help students with career advice or job search 
strategies. 
Faculty members who teach in Holland can also arrange for Simmerman 
to give a class presentation, said Charleen Hayes-Joseph, director of 
Career Services. Call xl3311 for more information. 
Career Services maintains office hours at the School of Education and 
Engineering departments in the Eberhard Center and outreach programs 
at the Muskegon and Traverse City campuses. Satellite office hours are 
planned at the Cook-De Vos Center for Health Sciences when the faci lity 
opens. 
continues on page 3 
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FORUM 
Volume 27, Number 27 
The GVSU Forum is publ ished by the News 
and Informat ion Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffi ll , editor, c/o 
fo rum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 6 I 6-331-222 I. 
Fax: 6 16-331-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form .html . 
Grand Valley State Univers ity is an affirma-
tive action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visi t GVNow, Grand Valley's daily online 
publication , on the Web at: 
www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW 
• 
Panel discusses gender equity 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Diane Madsen, one of the co-founders of Communities For Equality, discusses Title IX as it 
relates to high school sports during a presentation on February 6 sponsored by the Women's 
Center. CFE sued the Michigan High School Athletic Association and claimed the association dis-
criminates against girl athletes. The presentation was part of Women in Sports Day. Later that 
evening high school athletes from several Grand Rapids schools were special guests at the Laker 
women's basketball game . 
Across Campus 
continued from page 2 
IT introduces GroupWise shared folder 
Information Technology has created a shared folder in Group Wise to help 
the campus community receive information and updates on computing 
and networking issues. 
Information will include - but not be limited to - the following: 
• Current issues with technology infrastructure at GVSU; 
• Current virus threats and information; 
• Blackboard issues and news ; 
• Information about wireless access on the GVSU campuses; 
• Software tips and tricks for GVSU supported applications; 
• IT Newsletter items and announcements; 
• Information about system maintenance and downtime. 
You will receive an invitation to the shared folder on February 17. 
How to Accept the Shared Folder 
When you receive the invitation in your Group Wise account, you must 
accept it using the Network client (the Group Wise program you use at 
work). You cannot accept the invitation via the Web client. 
This is what you will see in your email: 
I l] Mode ion11ne .:J j ~~ !II ~ I~ · ~ · ffir • t:i lfiiif '1111 ITT I 
From Created 
~ Shared folder notillcation zzzzJnformatlon_technolOQy 02/ 04/ 
1. Double click ~ Shared folder notification 
2. Click Next < jiack ! Next> j Cancel I 
3. Click Finish < ]!ock I Fruh I c.r.:el I I 
To read the messages in the Information Technology shared folder, click 
Cabinet and double click #Information Technology. 
If you only have access to the Web client, please call your liaison or the 
Help Desk at x 12101. A list of liaisons is online at 
http: //www.gvsu.edu/it/faculty /liaisons .htm. 
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Holland campus presentation 
Photo by Fred Reinecke 
Mike Woods, interim dean of Multicultural Affairs and director of 
Affirmative Action, conducts a presentation January 29 on hiring and 
retaining minority staff members at the Holland Meijer Campus. The 
audience was comprised of higher education representatives and pub-
lic school superintendents, principals, and human resources directors. 
What's Ahead 
UClub presents '70s movie night 
The University Club will present "A '70s Classic Movie Night" on 
Friday, February 21, at the Meadows Club House. 
Saturday Night Fever and Young Frankenstein are the featured movies. 
Beer,_win!!, and_sn_acks will be provided; cost for members is $10 and 
$20 for non-members. The event will begin at 5 p.m., movies will start 
at 6 p.m. RSVP by sending an e-mail or calling Beth Neumeier at the 
Meadows, 895-1010. 
···--------------------------
GVFaces 
Jay Cooper, assistant professor 
of education 
Jay Cooper has led service-learning initiatives 
at Grand Valley since 1990. This week, a state 
coalition will recognize his commitment to 
community. 
Cooper will be awarded the Faculty/Staff 
Community Service Learning Award by the 
Michigan Campus Compact. The award will be 
given during MCC's Institute on Service-
Learning at Central Michigan University on 
Friday, February 14. 
Cooper has helped the Johnson Center for 
Philanthropy develop its Presidential Service 
Learning Scholars program, and led grad stu-
dents on spring 
service-learning 
projects in Mexico. 
"Service learning is 
a powerful peda-
gogy that is trans-
forming students, 
faculty and com-
munities," he said . 
"It has been an 
Jay Cooper 
important part of my own personal and pro-
fessional journey and I'm very appreciative of 
the recognition." 
The Michigan Campus Compact is a coalition 
of state universities and colleges. Each year, 
MCC representatives choose one faculty or 
staff member at participating schools for the 
Community Service Learning Award. Last year, 
Grand Valley's Michael De Wilde, assistant pro-
fessor of philosophy, was an award recipient. 
Cooper joined the School of Education faculty 
last year after serving for 14 years in the 
Student Life Office, most recently as associate 
director. He now teaches College Student 
Affairs Leadership courses, which is part of the 
Leadership and Human Services unit. 
GV Faces 
E-mail the Forum , forum@gvsu.edu, with 
the name of a faculty or staff member for 
this feature. 
-------------------------•••-------------------------
North Carolina only other state to receive same technical designation 
continued from page 1 
nology assistance into its strategic plan for 
service delivery. This included hiring four tech-
nology business resource consultants, each 
bringing tremendous expertise, experience and 
credentials to assist new technology companies . 
The MI-SBTDC also has worked in partnership 
with the Michigan Economic Development 
Corporation to deliver services in the area of 
growing technology-based companies. 
"The MI-SBTDC now has tremendous capacity 
to serve not only main street U.S.A . small busi-
nesses, but also the fast growing market of 
technology companies," said Carol Lopucki, 
MI-SBTDC state director. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline (616) 331-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Mon., Feb. 10 
3-4:30 p.m .: Counseling and Career 
Development Center Seminar. Self-Hypnosis 
for Stress Reduction. 101B DEV. Call x13266 
for more information. 
Tues., Feb. 11 
12 noon: Arts at Noon Series. American contem-
porary dance featuring Melissa Thodos and 
Dancers. LAT, PAC. Call x13484 for more 
information. 
12 noon-I p.m.: Campus Wellness Series. 
"Fitting in Fitness." KC Cabins D , E, and F. 
Call x13659 for more information. 
7 p.m.: GVSU Guest Artist Series . William 
Lucas , trumpet, performs with Faculty Staff 
Trio and GVSU Trumpet Ensemble. LAT, 
PAC. Call x13484 for more information. 
Wed., Feb. 12 
9 a.m.-12 noon: Human Resources Leadership 
Development Program. "Why Can't We All 
Just Get Along." 215/216 KC. Call x12215 
for reservations. 
11 :30 a.m.-1 p.m. Campus Wellness Series. 
Condom Day and STD Awareness. KC 
Lobby. Call x13659 for more information. 
8 p.m.: "The Vagina Monologues ." Play by Eve 
Ensler addresses women's experiences with 
frank and humorous performances by GVSU 
students and members of the community. LAT, 
PAC. Call x12300 for ticket information. 
Thurs., Feb. 13 
3 p.m.: AWRI Seminar. "Towards a Great Lakes 
Observation System: Real-Time 
Environmental Data Collection at 
NOAA/GLERL," by Steve Ruberg . Multi-
purpose Room, Lake Michigan Center. 
Muskegon . Call x13749 for more information. 
Fri., Feb. 14 
1-3 p.m.: FTLC Workshop. "Reading Atrophy: 
Why It's Worth It to Read Good Books." 
CDC. Call x13498 for more information . 
2-3 p.m.: Counseling and Career Development 
Center Seminar. Gay and Lesbian News and 
Discussion Group. (First of seven sessions.) 
204 STU. Call x13266 for more information . 
Sat., Feb. 15 
8 p.m.: "The Vagina Monologues." Wealthy 
Theatre , 1130 Wealthy SE, Grand Rapids . 
Call x12300 for ticket information. 
Sun., Feb. 16 
2 p.m.: "The Vagina Monologues." Wealthy 
Theatre, 1130 Wealthy SE, Grand Rapids. 
Call x12300 for ticket information. 
VENTS 
3 p.m.: Music Department sponsors 12th Annual 
High School Honors Band Concert, perform-
ing with the GVSU Symphonic Wind 
Ensemble. LAT, PAC. Call x13484 for more 
information. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: (616) 331-3800 
Game times subject to change. 
Mon., Feb. 10 
5:30 p.m.: Women's Basketball at Ferris State 
University, Big Rapids . 
7:30 p.m.: Men's Basketball at Ferris State 
University, Big Rapids. 
Thurs., Feb. 13 
6 p.m.: Women 's Basketball . Saginaw Valley 
State University at Grand Valley. 
8 p.m.: Men 's Basketball . Saginaw Valley State 
University at Grand Valley. 
Fri., Feb. 14 
4 p.m.: Indoor Track and Field. Lints Laker 
Challenge at Grand Valley. 
Sat., Feb. 15 
4 p.m.: Indoor Track and Field Cannon IV 
Classic at Indianapolis , IN. 
---------------------------•••---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Tim Selgo, director of athletics, was interviewed 
by WZZM Channel 13 about Title IX and sports 
equity. 
Fred Martino, WGVU news and public affairs 
manager, filed a report for National Public Radio 
on President Bush's visit to Grand Rapids. 
Gregg Dimkoff, professor of finance, was inter-
viewed by WZZM Channel 13 for a story about 
layoffs in the furniture industry. 
Alex Howerton, affiliate professor of writing, 
was interviewed by WXMI Channel 17 about 
the Columbia space shuttle and his 1998 novel, 
Project Avalon, which predicted another space 
shuttle explosion and Muslim terrorists threaten-
ing the world. 
Been interviewed by a reporter? E-mail a 
"Sketch " to the Forum,forum@gvsu.edu. 
Sketches 
Diane Phelps, of the Division of Continuing 
Education, taught a workshop, titled "Marketing 
Your Fine Art," through the Kendall College Art 
& Design Community Education program. 
Bonnie Woodman, library course reserve coor-
dinator, gave a presentation on the use of 
electronic reserves for librarians from Central 
Michigan University. 
Jolanda Westerhof-Shultz, assistant professor 
of education, presented a paper, titled "New 
Understandings About Teaching and Learning: 
Democratic Discursive Practices in the 
Classroom," at the annual meeting of the 
American Association of Colleges for Teacher 
Education in New Orleans . She also served as 
the chair for a panel titled, "Incorporating Social 
Perspectives in Teacher Education Programs." 
Steve Goldberg and Joe Godwin, professors of 
accounting , co-authored a book review, titled 
"Who Cooked the Books?" which was published 
in the Journal of Corporate Accounting & 
Finance. 
Accounting faculty members Steve Goldberg 
and David Cannon and Bruce Benet, assistant 
professor of finance, wrote an article , titled "The 
Euro and Mergers: What Are the Opportunities 
and Risks?" which was published in the Journal 
of Corporate Accounting and Finance . 
Janet Vail, associate professor of water 
resources, co-authored an article, titled 
"Enumeration of Waterborne Escherichia coli 
with Petrifilm Plates: Comparison to Standard 
Methods," which was published in the Journal 
of Environmental Quality. 
Senez Rodriguez-Charbonier, associate 
professor of psychology, gave a community 
presentation on the role of the father in early 
childhood development to parents and future 
parents. 
• •• 
